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February 15, 2015 

 
Mr. Alex Vanegas, Chairman 
Prince William County Planning Commission 
One County Complex 
Woodbridge, VA 22192 
 
Dear Mr. Vanegas, 
 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment #CPA2016-00003 - Remove Rt. 234 Bypass-North (Bi-County 
Parkway) is finally being presented for action by the Planning Commission. It will come as no 
surprise to the Planning Commission that the Prince William Conservation Alliance is pleased to 
see the long delay is over. 
 
The Planning Commission should act, and the Bi-County Parkway should be removed from the 
Comprehensive Plan as soon as possible. We need to make the county's transportation priorities 
clear to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board before the next update of the Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) in 
several months.  
 
VDOT crashed and burned when it tried to sell the Bi-County Parkway.  Residents quickly realized 
that the project will increase traffic congestion on Route 234 without enhancing economic 
development in Prince William. The proposed road will do nothing to solve the challenge of local 
commuters trying to get to jobs east of Route 28.   

The Bi-County Parkway may provide a government-funded transportation subsidy for businesses 
located near Dulles airport, but it is fundamentally inconsistent with the vision in Prince William's 
2013-2016 Strategic Plan: "Prince William County is a community of choice with a strong, diverse 
economic base, where families and individuals choose to live and work and businesses choose to 
locate." 
 
The staff recommendation to delay a decision even longer on this Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
should be rejected.   
 
Since 2008, there have been substantial revisions to the Land Use Chapter that were not delayed in 
order to synchronize changes with other chapters.  The county's process for updating the 
Comprehensive Plan is to work on one chapter at a time, not all chapters at once.  There are 
significant linkages between them all, but the Planning Department apparently lacks the staff 
resources to conduct a complete update.   
 



If you accept the logic of the staff recommendation to delay action and reject Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment #CPA2016-00003, then the current update of the Economic Development Chapter 
should be postponed as well.   
 
To meet the goals in the Prince William County Strategic Plan and the Comprehensive Plan, we 
must reduce traffic congestion and increase the commercial tax base.  The Transportation Chapter 
needs to be updated to increase the potential for creating jobs inside the county, rather than 
exporting workers to jobs in other jurisdictions.   
 
As part of the economic development efforts, the Planning Commission should revise the 
Transportation Chapter and emphasize strategies to convert the Virginia Railway Express (VRE) 
from a commuter rail system to a regional transit system.  That would enhance the potential to 
create jobs within Prince William.   
 
If we facilitate the ability of skilled workers living in the urban core to reach offices in Prince 
William, targeted industries are more likely to locate/expand here - especially at Innovation.  If it 
became the end-of-line station for VRE, rather than Broad Run, we could maximize the attraction 
of Innovation while minimizing the costs of new rail infrastructure... which would allow for more 
funding to be directed towards running trains throughout the day. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Charlie Grymes 
Chairman 
 


